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DualPartyRelay ) ORDERINCREASING
) MONTHLY ACCESSFEE

This matter'comesbeforethePublic ServiceCommissionof SouthCarolina(the

Commission)for' considerationof a recommendationwhich would increasethemonthly

accesschargefor'supportof dualpartyrelayfrom $.11per'monthto $.15permonth.

S.C.CodeAnn. Section58-9-2530(A)(Supp.2001) statesthat the Commission

may requireall local exchangetelephonecompaniesoperatingin this Stateto imposea

monthly chargenot to exceedtwenty-five (25)centson all residentialandbusinesslocal

exchangeaccessfacilities as necessaryto fund the operationof the dual party relay

systemin SouthCarolina.Thestatutegoeson to statethatthe amountof thechargemust

be determinedby the Commissionbasedupon the amount of funding necessaryto

accomplishthepurposesof thearticle andprovidedualparty telephonerelay serviceson

a continuousbasis.The monthly accesschargewasoriginally determinedby us to be

$.10,andthe chargewasat this level until our issuanceof OrderNo. 2000-0175in this

Docket,datedFebruary22, 2000,which reducedthe amountto $.07.OrderNo. 2000-

992,datedDecember11,2000furtherreducedthe amountto $.05.OrderNo. 2002-522,

datedJuly 12,2002 increasedthe amountto $.07.OrderNo. 2003-4,datedJanuary2,

2003increasedtheamountto $.11.
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The $.10chargehad historically resultedin a surplusagein the fund established

for the operationof the system.This resultedin the recommendationfrom the House

Transportation,Law Enforcement and Regulatory Subcommitteethat we consider

reducingthe monthly chargeto $.07.We orderedthis reduction,but the $.07 level still

produceda surplusage,resulting in a further reductionto $.05.We then found that the

$.05wouldultimatelyproducea deficit, soour July2002Order increasedthe amountto

$.07. Subsequently,further deficitswere projectedutilizing $.07, so our January2003

Orderincreasedthe amountto $.11.Staffprojections,however',revealthat the program

will be in theredby this timenextyearif thecurTent$.11level ismaintained.

We have thereforeexamined,with the aid of the Executive Director',projects

approvedfor' funding in the nearfuture. After duedeliberation,we believethat, at this

time,themonthly accesschargeshouldbe increasedfrom $.11to $.15.We holdthat this

amountwill accomplishthepurposeof thearticle andprovidedualparty telephonerelay

servicesonacontinuousbasis.Wenotethat,if necessary,wecanreexaminethis increase

at a laterdateusingthesestatutorycriteria.

Accordingly,we herebyorderall Local ExchangeCarriers,including incumbent

carriersandcompetitivecarriers,to increasethemonthly accessfeebilled to eachaccess

line for thesupportof the dualpartyrelay systemfrom $.11to $.15permonthassoonas

it is technically feasible.We instruct the Commission'sExecutiveDirector to monitor

this account,sothat this Commissioncandecidewhetheradditionaladjustmentsshould

bemadein thefuture.
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This Order shall remain in full force

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

and effect until further' Order'of the

MignonL. Clybum
Chairman

ATTEST:

E_a_c"Y_ut;vWadl_or

(SEAL)


